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FORMER JAPANESE DIPLOMAT TO ADDRESS 
IMPACT OF WAR MEMORIES
MISSOULA -
Yukio Okamoto, a former top level Japanese diplomat, will speak on the impact of war 
memories in Japanese-Chinese-U.S. relations at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 3, in the 
University Center Theater.
The talk is sponsored by the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center at The University of 
Montana, with assistance from the Japanese Consulate in Seattle. The World Affairs Council 
of Montana and UM ’s Japanese language program are co-sponsors.
A past adviser to Japanese prime ministers, Okamoto remains influential in Japan as a 
media commentator and president of Okamoto Associates, Inc., a foreign policy think tank.
Okamoto’s presentation is timely and important, according to Mansfield Center 
Director Terry Weidner, because bitter memories of World War II continue to cloud Sino- 
Japanese relations and provoke Chinese concerns about the U.S.-Japanese military alliance.
Chinese leaders remain suspicious of Japan and uncomfortable with what they perceive 
as Washington’s support for a stronger Japanese military presence in the region, Weidner said.
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“China has repeatedly voiced its concerns at the highest level, and the subject comes 
in virtually every relevant conversation we have with Chinese counterparts,” he said. “We 
appreciate the opportunity to hear a Japanese perspective, especially from someone as well- 
placed as Mr. Okamoto.”
Weidner added that Missoula is the only “small-market” destination on Okamoto’s 
speaking tour, which includes talks in Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle.
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